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MOAA Pittsburgh - A Five Star Chapter
Chartered on Veterans Day - 11 November 1965

Our Mission: "Never Stop Serving!"

Next Luncheon Meeting April 27, 2025 at Chartiers Country
Club, 601Baldwin Rd, Pittsburgh PA 15205, 1-4:00 PM.

Dinner served at 2:00.
Chartiers Country Club | Pittsburgh, PA

See schedule on the newsletter's last page

Pittsburgh Chapter Leaders

LTC (RET) Jon P. Comis
  President and

Acting Membership Chair
   412-251-3547

moaapitt@gmail.com

CPT Daniel Kysela
Vice-President and

New MOAA National CHEDDAR
PLATFORM for Dues Payment.

MOAA NATIONAL is working with a new
platform CHEDDAR to make online dues
payment a breeze. The link to payment -

View Items | Cheddar Up

If you would like to pay by check, please

https://www.moaapgh.org/
https://chartierscc.com/
mailto:moaapitt@gmail.com
https://my.cheddarup.com/c/pittsburgh-chapter-of-the-moaa-payments/items?cart
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=3ae803a0-cb06-44af-a340-c657e52f2d69


Acting Secretary
    412-616-1641

 kysela.daniel@gmail.com

SECRETARY
VACANT

CPT Marcel Minutolo
   Treasurer

 412-513-9728
minutolom@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
VACANT

CHAPLAIN
VACANT

LTC (RET) Charles Chasler
   ROTC Liaison
   716-785-4383

 chuckchasler@gmail.com

LTC WILLIAM B. PENTECOST jr.
(RET)

  Legislative Liaison

412-254-9293
wpentecost@c-wlaw.com

  

Oralia Ferretti
 Surviving Spouse Liaison

412-364-7034
hort4@hotmail.com

Pat Seda-Rivera
Events Coordinator

412-704-5070
julio.moaa@comcast.net

LTC (RET) Jon P. Comis
   Newsletter Editor

   412-251-3547
moaapitt@gmail.com

CAPT (RET) Bob Heister
  Immediate Past President
   412-953-9576 (voicemail)

heysailor53@mac.com

Directors
COL (RET) Carmen DiGiacomo

make checks payable to MOAA
Pittsburgh Chapter and mail to our
Treasurer-

Marcel Minutolo
1442 Barnsdale Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15217-1308

We are asking ALL who receive
this Newsletter to please pay
their MOAA Pittsburgh Chapter
2025 dues of $20.00 by April 1,
2025, but no later than at the
Chapter Luncheon on April 27,
2025, Luncheon.

To become a National MOAA Member,
link into the link below and sign up.
National Basic Membership is FREE!
Then pay your Chapter dues accordingly.
MOAA Membership

If you have any questions regarding the
Chapter’s finances, please reach out to

Marcel Minutolo, Treasurer, at
minutolom@gmail.com.

Surviving Spouse Liaison

Our Surviving Spouse Liaison, Oralia
Ferretti, is always ready to answer any
questions. Please reach out to Oralia. Her
phone number and email address are
located in the Pittsburgh Chapter Leader
Section.
 
Click the links below to view
content:
 
Surviving Spouse Corner: Join Our
Virtual Chapter
 
MOAA's Surviving Spouse Resources
Website
 
Surviving Spouse Corner: 2024 in
Review
  
Did you know there is a MOAA Surviving
Spouses & Friends Facebook Group?

mailto:kysela.daniel@gmail.com
mailto:minutolom@gmail.com
mailto:chuckchasler@gmail.com
mailto:hort4@hotmail.com
mailto:julio.moaa@comcast.net
mailto:moaapitt@gmail.com
mailto:heysailor53@mac.com
https://www.moaa.org/joinmoaatoday?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAhbi8BhDIARIsAJLOluexgHkuY5lAKcMg97NXnrQ3MMalxOsb4L2_mufWd7Fq3ctQ8Vkp-Y0aAsuDEALw_wcB
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2024-news-articles/member-spotlight/surviving-spouse-corner-join-our-virtual-chapter/__;!!EgKabfkQtzI!qRwOBIKpJ5-zCSI4dr_tk_qzuwVUBeteG4l0uARP0XbHinxCjmgnHFuco2EChnCjYGgcn2Rm-Pl-WIjRmwQztSM$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.moaa.org/content/topic-and-landing-pages/i-am-a-surviving-spouse/__;!!EgKabfkQtzI!qRwOBIKpJ5-zCSI4dr_tk_qzuwVUBeteG4l0uARP0XbHinxCjmgnHFuco2EChnCjYGgcn2Rm-Pl-WIjRsd3LtYk$
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2024-news-articles/member-spotlight/surviving-spouse-corner-2024-in-review/


tippfado@verizon.net

LTJG USNR Chad Rittle
rittle99@yahoo.com

CW4 (RET) Thomas Tallon
thomastallon@verizon.net

VACANT
VACANT
VACANT

MOAA State Veterans
Home Advisory Council

Members and MOAA
Pittsburgh Chapter

Members
Southwestern Veteran's Center

CW4 (RET) Thomas E. Tallon
thomastallon@verizon.net

​

Erie Soldiers & Sailors Home

MAJ Richard J. DiGiacomo
rjdigiacomo@zoominternet.net

 

 
MOAA Surviving Spouses & Friends
Facebook Group has over 850 members
and provides updated information on
important surviving spouse issues —
especially regarding legislation important to
surviving spouses and their families. Former
SSAC member Kathy Prout is the
administrator, with Kathy Thorp and Nancy
Mullen assisting.

2024 Advocacy in Action
(AiA) Council President's
Seminar
Our state of Pennsylvania will be
represented at the MOAA spring 2025
Advocacy in Action Seminar in
Washington DC by the PACOC President
Nick Taylor, Past Council President Keith
Beebe, and MOAA National Board
Member Chuck Anderson (PA).

MOAA - How MOAA Plans to Build
Momentum in the 119th Congress

MOAAA ADVOCACY - A Top Priority for Change!
Now is the time to sign up and email your Legislative Representatives. Currently our
chapter has twenty (20) members registered as advocates, and between January 1,
2024, and October 1, 2024, we had a total of (158) actions taken by our members. It is
a self-explanatory process to sign up and email our representatives. We must speak up
and make ourselves heard, for those who have served, and for those who are currently
serving. If there are any questions on this process, please contact our chapter's
Legislative Liaison.

LTC (RET) WILLIAM B. PENTECOST Jr.
412-254-9293
wpentecost@c-wlaw.com
It is time to "TAKE ACTION NOW!" 

Follow the Links below to take action to write your Representatives.

MOAA | Legislative Action Center (quorum.us)

MOAA - Meet MOAA’s New Legislative Action Center

MOAA - MOAA’s Military State Report Card and Tax Guide

​Pennsylvania Senators, Representatives, and Congressional District Maps - GovTrack.us

mailto:tippfado@verizon.net
mailto:rittle99@yahoo.com
mailto:thomastallon@verizon.net
mailto:thomastallon@verizon.net
mailto:rjdigiacomo@zoominternet.net
https://www.facebook.com/groups/581427115240904/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/581427115240904/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/581427115240904/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/advocacy/how-moaa-plans-to-build-momentum-in-the-119th-congress/#:~:text=The spring 2025 advocacy event%2C Advocacy in Action%2C,%E2%80%94 it%E2%80%99s a shared responsibility with its members.
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2022-news-articles/advocacy/meet-moaas-new-legislative-action-center/
https://www.moaa.org/content/state-report-card/statereportcard/
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/PA
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/PA


PACOC MOST RECENT
LEGISLATIVE REPORT -



JROTC/ROTC AWARDS SECTION
OUR JROTC/ROTC Team needs VOLUNTEERS to present awards! So
far, we have five (5) events planned. There will be more requests soon,
because most of the events take place in the spring. If anyone is
interested, please contact our chapter's ROTC /JROTC Liaison:



LTC (RET) Charles Chasler
   ROTC Liaison
   716-785-4383
 chuckchasler@gmail.com
Below is a current ROTC/JROTC Event Schedule, please contact LTC Chuck Chasler for
more details -

PENNSYLVANIA VETERAN'S REGISTRY LINK-
https://www.dmva.pa.gov/veteransaffairs/pages/outreach-
and-reintegration/pennsylvaniaveteransregistry.aspx 

VA Pittsburgh Health Systems Monthly Townhall
If any member is interested, a request in an email to Ms. Heather Steele will
establish you on her mailing list. You will be sent an email monthly to inform

mailto:chuckchasler@gmail.com
https://www.dmva.pa.gov/veteransaffairs/pages/outreach- and-reintegration/pennsylvaniaveteransregistry.aspx%C2%A0


you when and where the meetings are located. You can also attend through
a Zoom Link from your home computer.

Veterans,
VAPHS leadership and representatives from the Veterans Benefits Administration
Pittsburgh Regional Office and the National Cemetery of the Alleghenies will
provide updates on current initiatives and answer your questions. Your valued
input helps us ensure we meet the needs of Veterans who visit us for care at our
two main campuses and six outpatient clinics.

Heather Steele
 
Please RSVP and plan to join in person, by video or on the phone:

At the H.J. Heinz III campus, in the building 71 Learning Exchange.
Via Webex video.
By phone at 1-404-397-1596 (toll-free), access code:  2820 550 7356.

  
Heather.Steele@va.gov

FY25Q1 VAPHS Veterans Town Hall

Veterans Health Administration

Applying for Benefits - Veterans Benefits Administration

Find A VA Accredited Representative Or VSO | Veterans Affairs

VSAFE

VA Decision Reviews And Appeals | Veterans Affairs

About the Veterans Legacy Memorial (VLM) - National Cemetery Administration

National Cemetery of the Alleghenies - National Cemetery Administration

Veterans Burial Allowance And Transportation Benefits | Veterans Affairs

Pittsburgh Regional Office Home

The Pennsylvania Council of Chapter's NEXT MEETING WILL BE
PA Council of Chapters- Saturday, 7 June 2025 at Biddle Hall, FIG

Who We Are - PA Council of Chapters (pa-coc.org)

MOAA Pittsburgh 2025 Chapter Goals
 

1. Become 501 C 3: Awaiting long form (1023) to be reviewed and a decision made by the IRS. (Still
Awaiting IRS) 
2. Continue and Increase Community Events. 
3. Continue to recruit new members. 

mailto:vaphsrsvp@va.gov?subject=February 25 VSO Update
https://www.va.gov/pittsburgh-health-care/locations/h-john-heinz-iii-department-of-veterans-affairs-medical-center/
https://veteransaffairs.webex.com/veteransaffairs/j.php?MTID=m82713f063b1259cb572b09e8050c5114
mailto:Heather.Steele@va.gov
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USVHA/bulletins/3bf4827
https://www.va.gov/health/
https://www.benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/Applying.asp
https://www.va.gov/get-help-from-accredited-representative/find-rep/
https://vsafe.gov/
https://www.va.gov/decision-reviews/
https://www.cem.va.gov/VLM/
https://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/ncalleghenies.asp
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/veterans-burial-allowance/
https://www.benefits.va.gov/pittsburgh/
https://pa-coc.org/


4. Continue to increase community activities. 
5. Fill chapter’s open positions- a. Secretary b. Membership Chair c. (3) Directors
   d. Newspaper Editor. 
6. Continue to work closely with MOAA Councils and Chapters. 
7. Sync in with Cheddar Up, MOAA’s new online chapter dues payment system. 
8. Continue to apply for needed MOAA National Grants. 
9. Continue to apply for MOAA National Awards. 
10. Continue to work with MOAA Travel Agency by providing advertisements in our Newsletters and
on our website. 
11. Continue to engage with MOAA’s Legislative Action Center and track reports. 
12. Continue to attend MOAA National Virtual Roundtables, Webinars and Exchange Forums.

Below are the VA Facilities that are located in our chapter's AOR.
Our chapter MOAA representatives are listed (Thomas Tallon and
Richard DiGiacomo). PACOC is asking for volunteers to fill
vacancies that are tasked to other organizations. If anyone is
interested, contact chapter president Jon Comis or PACOC and
Chapter Past President Bob Heister.

MOAA PITTSBURGH 2025 PROJECTED EVENTS
Chapter Website- Home | Moaa Pittsburgh Chap

https://www.moaapgh.org/


February 28, 2025 - Major General John R. Pippy from
Moon Township was sworn in as Pennsylvania's 55th AG.
During his early days of service, General Pippy was part
of this area's TROA/MOAA and ROA.



Our chapter will be participating in
USARRSO's RAD next month - ​More to follow.



 MOAA PITTSBURGH HISTORIC CORNER



An old 2002 photo of the swearing in of officers during the last year our chapter was
known as The Retired Officers Association (TROA). In September 2002, with guidance
from National, our chapter voted to side with National and change its name from TROA
to the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) on January 1, 2003.

The following pictured left to right - Ralph Benson, Mathilda Benson, Donald Kester,
Tom Tallon, UNK, and President Charles Eason.





Mathilda and Ralph Benson during their last days of serving in MOAA

VBC 50TH ANNIVERSARY REGISTRATION LINK - Don't Miss This BIG Event

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Don-t-Miss-This-BIG-Event.html?soid=1139134335775&aid=7EFAPT4KWP8


CHAPTER LUNCHEON SPEAKERS SCHEDULED 2023-2025.
We still need speakers for our July and September Luncheons. If any member has any
preferences or knows a speaker that you would like to invite to speak, notify Pat Seda or
myself, and we will try and make it happen.



Let's work together to keep this good thing going!

Jon P. Comis
​President
MOAA Pittsburgh Chapter
"NEVER STOP SERVING"

NATIONAL MOAA VACATIONS Council and Chapter Advertising Program

Our Pittsburgh Chapter placed advertisements for MOAA Vacations on our Website
and in our recent Newsletters. We will continue to participate in the program. This
qualifies us to receive a $200 payment from MOAA National.

See details on the program:
ChapterAds - MOAAVACATIONS

https://brennco.com/MOAAVACATIONS/ChapterAds/


MOAAVACATIONS | TMF

MOAAVACATIONS |

ChapterAds - MOAAVACATIONS

* MOAA and all of its affiliates are nonpartisan organizations.
 

The 2025 Luncheons are currently scheduled as follows:

27 APRIL 2025 / Initial Meeting
13 JULY 2025

07 SEPTEMBER 2025/Office Nominations
12 OCTOBER 2025 / Elections

07 DECEMBER 2025 / Holiday Party
All Luncheons are on a Sunday from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM, (Dinner
served at 2:00) at the Chartiers Country Club, 601 Baldwin Road,

Pittsburgh, PA 15205

Community Service Activities will be added as they are
planned. Ideas/suggestions welcome. Volunteers welcome.

Interested in joining and/or attending and not yet a member.
Please contact President Jon Comis or acting Membership

Chair Minutolo by email or phone. Their contact information
can be found in the Pittsburgh Chapter's Leadership Box.

MOAA Pittsburgh | 601 Baldwin Road | Pittsburgh, PA 15205 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://brennco.com/MOAAVACATIONS/TMF/
https://brennco.com/MOAAVACATIONS/signature/
https://brennco.com/MOAAVACATIONS/ChapterAds/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice



