MOAA

PIT TSBURGH
CHAPTER

JUNE 2025

NEWSLETTER

Chapter Website- Home | Moaa Pittsburgh Chapter

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE


https://www.moaapgh.org/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=187b6c40-757b-441d-82d4-81c7ed10ac96

MOAA Pittsburgh - A Five Star Chapter
Chartered on Veterans Day - 11 November 1965

Our Mission: "Never Stop Serving!”
Next Luncheon Meeting - Sunday, July 13, 2025

Guest Speaker Pending:
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers (PAO Representative)

Chartiers Country Club
601 Baldwin Rd, Pittsburgh PA 15205
Social Hour/Cash Bar: 1:00 PM to 2:00 PM
Lunch and Program: 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Lunch Served Promptly at 2:00 PM
Chartiers Country Club | Pittsburgh, PA
See schedule on the newsletter's last page
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Surviving Spouse Liaison

Our Surviving Spouse Liaison, Oralia Ferretti, is always ready to answer any
questions. Please reach out to Oralia. Her phone number and email address are
located in the Pittsburgh Chapter Leader Section.

Click the links below to view content:



mailto:hort4@hotmail.com
mailto:julio.moaa@comcast.net
mailto:moaapitt@gmail.com
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mailto:rjdigiacomo@zoominternet.net

Surviving Spouse Corner: Join Our Virtual Chapter

MOAA's Surviving Spouse Resources Website

Surviving Spouse Corner: Improve Your Mental Skills with These Brain Exercises

Surviving Spouse Advisory Council Learn more about MOAA's Surviving
Spouse programs and resources here.

Did you know there is a MOAA Surviving Spouses & Friends Facebook
Group?

MOAA Surviving Spouses & Friends Facebook Group has over 850 members and
provides updated information on important surviving spouse issues — especially
regarding legislation important to surviving spouses and their families. Former SSAC
member Kathy Prout is the administrator, with Kathy Thorp and Nancy Mullen assisting.

2024 Advocacy in Action (AiA) Council President's Seminar

Our state of Pennsylvania will be represented at the MOAA Spring 2025 Advocacy in

Action Seminar in Washington, DC, by the PACOC President Nick Taylor, Past Council
President Keith Beebe, and MOAA National Board Member Chuck Anderson (PA).

MOAA - How MOAA Plans to Build Momentum in the 119th Congress

MOAAA ADVOCACY - A Top Priority for Change!

Now is the time to sign up and email your Legislative Representatives. Currently our
chapter has twenty (20) members registered as advocates, and between January 1,
2024, and October 1, 2024, we had a total of (158) actions taken by our members. It is
a self-explanatory process to sign up and email our representatives. We must speak up
and make ourselves heard, for those who have served, and for those who are currently
serving. If there are any questions on this process, please contact our Chapter's


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2024-news-articles/member-spotlight/surviving-spouse-corner-join-our-virtual-chapter/__;!!EgKabfkQtzI!qRwOBIKpJ5-zCSI4dr_tk_qzuwVUBeteG4l0uARP0XbHinxCjmgnHFuco2EChnCjYGgcn2Rm-Pl-WIjRmwQztSM$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.moaa.org/content/topic-and-landing-pages/i-am-a-surviving-spouse/__;!!EgKabfkQtzI!qRwOBIKpJ5-zCSI4dr_tk_qzuwVUBeteG4l0uARP0XbHinxCjmgnHFuco2EChnCjYGgcn2Rm-Pl-WIjRsd3LtYk$
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/member-spotlight/surviving-spouse-corner-improve-your-mental-skills-with-these-brain-exercises/
https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/meet-our-leaders/surviving-spouse-advisory-council/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/581427115240904/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/advocacy/how-moaa-plans-to-build-momentum-in-the-119th-congress/#:~:text=The spring 2025 advocacy event%2C Advocacy in Action%2C,%E2%80%94 it%E2%80%99s a shared responsibility with its members.

Legislative Liaison.

LTC (RET) WILLIAM B. PENTECOST Jr.
412-254-9293

wpentecost@c-wlaw.com
It is time to "TAKE ACTION NOW!"

Follow the Links below to take action to write your Representatives.

MOAA | Legislative Action Center (quorum.us)

MOAA - Meet MOAA’s New Legislative Action Center

MOAA - MOAA’s Military State Report Card and Tax Guide

Pennsylvania Senators, Representatives, and Congressional District Maps - GovTrack.us

July Luncheon Donation Collection for the
Residents at the Southwestern Veterans Center

As previously talked about and positively voted upon in 2024,

the MOAA Pittsburgh Chapter will begin collecting items for residents living at

the Southwestern Veterans Center (7060 Highland Dr, Pittsburgh, PA 15206). This
is the Center that our Chapter has volunteered at assisting with bingo games
throughout the years.

For July's Luncheon, we will be collecting Zippered
Change Purses and Fanny Packs at the July 13
Luncheon. Please try and bring in your donation to the
veterans of Pittsburgh.

The Chapter's May 31, 2025 BINGO! for the
hospitalized veterans at the Southwest Veteran Center
went well. Our members provided, gifts, snacks and
drinks to the veterans. We may be assisting with
another Bingo in the fall. More information to follow.

o Southwestern Veterans' Center | Department of Military and
Veterans Affairs | Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
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MOAA National CHEDDAR PLATFORM for Dues Payment.

MOAA NATIONAL is working with a new platform CHEDDAR to make online
dues payment a breeze. The link to payment -

View Items |
Cheddar Up

If you would like to pay by check, please make checks payable to
MOAA Pittsburgh Chapter and mail to our acting treasurer and President-

Jon P. Comis
291 Foxcroft Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15220

To become a National MOAA Member, click on the link below and
sign up. National Basic Membership is FREE! Then pay your Chapter dues
accordingly.

MOAA Membership

JROTC/ROTC AWARDS SECTION

Our JROTC/ROTC presentation season went well. LTC Chuck Chasler
and his team presented awards to seven programs this year. Depending
on requests, the team may be back in action this fall.

If anyone is interested, please contact our chapter's ROTC /JROTC
Liaison:

LTC (RET) Charles Chasler
ROTC Liaison
716-785-4383

chuckchasler@gmail.com

Thanks to LTC (RET) Chuck Chasler and his team of volunteers!
Below is the 2025 ROTC/JROTC Completed Event Schedule.
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PENNSYLVANIA VETERAN'S REGISTRY LINK-
https://www.dmva.pa.gov/veteransaffairs/pages/outreach-
and-reintegration/pennsylvaniaveteransregistry.aspx

L5, Department of Veterans Affalrs

Leadership Update for
Pittsburgh-area VSOs

Veterans Health &dméntskration
WA Fittsburgh Healtheare System

VA

VA Pittsburgh Health Systems Monthly Townhall

If any member is interested, a request in an email to Ms. Heather Steele will
establish you on her mailing list. You will be sent an email monthly to inform
you when and where the meetings are located. You can also attend through
a Zoom Link from your home computer.

Veterans,
VAPHS leadership and representatives from the Veterans Benefits Administration


https://www.dmva.pa.gov/veteransaffairs/pages/outreach- and-reintegration/pennsylvaniaveteransregistry.aspx%C2%A0

Pittsburgh Regional Office and the National Cemetery of the Alleghenies will
provide updates on current initiatives and answer your questions. Your valued
input helps us ensure we meet the needs of Veterans who visit us for care at our
two main campuses and six outpatient clinics.

Have a question or concern but can’'t make this meeting? Want to recommend a
topic or suggest someone for addition to the invite list? Send us all the details and
we will respond by email.

Hope you can join us!

Heather Steele

Please RSVP and plan to join in person, by video or on the
phone:
e At the H.J. Heinz lll campus, in the building 71 Learning
Exchange.
e \Via Webex video.
e By phone at 1-404-397-1596 (toll-free), access code: 2826
278 2850.

VAPHS

pittsburgh.va.gov

Heather.Steele@va.gov

VA Pittsburgh Health Care | Veterans Affairs

VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System | Pittsburgh PA | Facebook

FY25Q1 VAPHS Veterans Town Hall

Veterans Health Administration

Applying for Benefits - Veterans Benefits Administration

Find A VA Accredited Representative Or VSO | Veterans Affairs

VSAFE

VA Decision Reviews And Appeals | Veterans Affairs

About the Veterans Legacy Memorial (VLM) - National Cemetery Administration

National Cemetery of the Alleghenies - National Cemetery Administration

Veterans Burial Allowance And Transportation Benefits | Veterans Affairs

Pittsburgh Regional Office Home

New VA Outpatient Clinics Coming Soon!
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Expected to open in 2 years!

Westmoreland County

Beaver County Off Rt. 30 at the Mt.

Pleasant Road exit, near
301 Beaver Valley Mall Hampton Inn in
Boulevard in Monaca Greensburg

(former Sears
automotive store)

Veterans Service Organizations accredited representatives
to Assist - VA Accredited Representative FAQs | Veterans
Affairs

The following Veterans Service Organizations are located at the

Pittsburgh Regional Office (FEDERAL BUILDING):

e American Legion, Room 1607, 412-395-6230/6231 (Hours 8:00am-4:00pm)

e American Veterans, Room 1605, 412-395-6248 (By Appointment)

e Disabled American Veterans, Room 1606, 412-395-6241 (Hours: 8:00am-3:00pm,
except Wednesdays 8:00am-11:30am)

e Paralyzed Veterans of America, Room 1602, 412-395-6255 (Hours 7:00am-3:30pm)

e Pennsylvania Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, Room 1612, 412-395-
6225 (Hours 8:15am-4:30pm)

e Veterans of Foreign Wars, Room 1601, 412-395-6259 (Hours 8:30am-4:00pm)

Pennsylvania Council of Chapters
Military Officers Association of America

16
i

The Pennsylvania Council of Chapter's NEXT MEETING WILL BE
PA Council of Chapters- September 2025 at Biddle Hall, Fort Indiantown
Gap.

Who We Are - PA Council of Chapters (pa-coc.org)

During the June 7th PACOC Meeting at Fort Indiantown Gap, PACOC President Nick
Tayor presented the state chapters with their 2024 MOAA National Leadership awards.
MOAA - Council and Chapter Awards
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Below is our chapter's President Jon P. Comis accepting three Five Star Awards for our chapter.
1. Levels of Excellence Award (5 Star)
2. Col. Marvin J. Harris Communications Award Newsletter (5 Star)
3. Col. Marvin J. Harris Communications Award Website (5 Star)

MOAA QUICK LINKS CORNER

This Corner will help you link to the information needed for numerous
questions on the benefits of joining MOAA to federal, state and regional
information, and our new chapter website.

Why join MOAA-
MOAA - Why Join MOAA

MOAA's Military State
MOAA - MOAA'’s Military State Report Card and Tax Guide

Policy and Procedure Guidelines-
MOAA - Council and Chapters Policy and Procedure Guick Details

Ask the EXPERTS! (new)-
MOAA - AskTheExperts

Surviving Spouses-
MOAA -1 Am a Surviving Spouse

MOAA Legislative Action Center
MOAA | Legislative Action Center (quorum.us)

MOAA ROTC Program
MOAA - MOAA ROTC/JROTC Awards Program

MOAA Council and Chapter Dates to Know-
MOAA - Council and Chapter Dates to Know



https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
https://www.moaa.org/content/state-report-card/statereportcard/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/moaa-publications/council-and-chapters-policy-and-procedure-guide-details/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/moaa-publications/council-and-chapters-policy-and-procedure-guide-details/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/moaa-publications/council-and-chapters-policy-and-procedure-guide-details/
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https://moaa.quorum.us/
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The MOAA Newsletter-
MOAA - The MOAA Newsletter

Events Calendar-
MOAA - MOAA Events

MOAA Council and Chapter Awards-
MOAA - Council and Chapter Awards

MOAA Scholarship Fund-
MOAA - Scholarship Fund

MOAA Publications-
MOAA - MOAA Publications

PA Council of Chapters-
Who We Are - PA Council of Chapters (pa-coc.org)

Southwestern Veteran's Center-
Southwestern Veterans' Center (pa.gov)

Soldiers and Sailors-
Soldiers' and Sailors' (pa.gov)

Pittsburgh MOAA
Home | Moaa Pittsburgh Chap

MOAA - pittsburgh

Veteran Service Organizations and Mil Links

American Legion: The American Legion a U.S. Veterans Association

AMVETS: AMVETS: Serving American Veterans

Catholic War Veterans: Catholic Veterans Organization - Catholic War Veterans of the United
States of America

Disabled American Vets (DAV): DAV : Disabled American Veterans

Jewish War Veterans: Home - Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.A.

Military Affairs Council of Western Pennsylvania (MACWPA): About MACWPA | Military Affairs
Council Western PA

Military Order of the Purple Heart: https://www.purpleheart.org/

Operation Troop Appreciation: Operation Troop Appreciation | Dedicated To the Armed Forces

Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA): Home

Veterans Breakfast Club: Veterans Stories - Every Veteran Has a Story - Veterans Breakfast
Club

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW): https://www.vfw.org/

Vietnam Veterans Inc: Vietham Veterans, Inc — "Esprit de Corp" among Vietnam Veterans
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https://www.moaa.org/chapter/pittsburgh/
https://www.legion.org/
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https://www.amvets.org/
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https://militaryaffairscouncilwesternpa.org/about/
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Wounded Warrior Project: Veterans Charity - Non Profit Organization for Veterans

316th ESC: 316th ESC

171st Air Refueling Wing: 171st Air Refueling Wing > Home

911th Airlift Wing: About Us

Space A Information

MOAA - Your Introduction to Space-A Travel

Poppin Smoke- subscribe here!

Quickstart Guide to Military Space-A Flights - Poppin' Smoke

Where to Find Military Space-A Flight Schedules - Poppin' Smoke

Military Space-A Lodging: Eligibility and Reservation Tips - Poppin' Smoke
Space-A Travel

Military Morale, Welfare, and Recreation (MWR) Lodging: Resorts, Cottages, and
Campgrounds - Poppin' Smoke

Expat Military Retiree Interviews: Learn About Life Overseas - Poppin' Smoke

Poppin' Smoke | Facebook

MOAA PITTSBURGH 2025 PROJECTED EVENTS

Chapter Website- Home | Moaa Pittsburgh Chap
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JAN-DEC 2025-
2nd Monday
of all months

FUNCTION

Google Meet Meeting

LOCATION

Home Computer or Phone

ATTENDEES/MANAGERS

Chapter Leadership Staff

MNOTES/AAR

ShortfLong Term Planning

JAN-DEC 2025
(TED)

VAPHS Roundtakble

In Person or Home Computer

President Comis/ Anyone

The VA Pittsburgh Health Systems
provide new infa.

IROTC (ROTC)

JAN-DEC 2025 |Ceremonies, Awards,
(TED) Banguets Western PA Region LTC (RET) Chasler and Team  |ROTC/JROTC Presenter Team
LTC [RET) Comis/All PA PACOC Pres. Nick Taylor meets
PACOC Meetings: MAR Chapter Presidents/CPT (Ret.] |with PA Chap. Pres. who report
JAN-DEC 2025 |8th fIUN 14th/ SEP 13th|Biddle Hall, FIG (1100 hr.)/ Bob Heister PACOC Past chapter's operations and future
(Saturdays) J DEC 13th December meeting via Z00M President planning/projections
JAN-DEC 2025 |OLD GUARD LUNCH
(TBD) (Brainstorming Ideas) |BRAVO's Waterfront (TBD) ALCON Roundtable Short/Long Term Planning
JAN-DEC 2025 |Chapter Events (field
|(TeD) trips, sporting events) |Western PA Region ALL Planning
The donations will be issued to
ALL 2025 hospitalized veterans for the

|l.un:heuns VA DONATION BOX Chartiers Country Club ALL /Pat Seda-Rivera holidays

1-27-2025 LUMNCH/MEETING Chartiers Country Club ALL fPat Seda-Rivera Meeting to prelude Lunch

27- Aprilf Dec Collect clothing and grooming

2024 VA Donation Box All Luncheons ALL fPat Seda-Rivera items for hospitalized Vets
31-May-25|VA Bingo SWWVA Facility Pat Seda-Rivera Assist SWWA with Bingo

TJune-8 Dec |VA Home Holiday Card Members signed and issued cards

2024 Collection Western PA COL [RET) Carmen DiGiacomo |to the veterans in our Regional VA

7-13-2025 LUMCHEON Chartiers Country Club ALL fPat Seda-Rivera Speaker TBD

9-7-2025 LUNCHEOM Chartiers Country Club ALL /Pat Seda-Rivera Speaker TBD

10-12-2025 LUNCH/ELECTIONS Chartiers Country Club ALL /Pat Seda-Rivera Annual Meeting/Elections

12-7-2025 HOLIDAY/ PARTY Chartiers Country Club ALL [Pat Seda-Rivera Holiday Party

JULY MEETING AND LUNCHEON

ALL FAMILY MEMBERS ARE WELCOME!

Our next Luncheon is scheduled for July 13, 2025 at the
Chartiers Country Club, 601 Baldwin Road, Pittsburgh, 15205.

A social hour with a cash bar begins at 1:00 PM (1300 hours). A

seated lunch will start to be served promptly at 2:00 PM (1400

hours). Valet parking will be available under the breezeway tunnel.

Our Speaker for July 2025 is still to be determined, but our
request to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Pittsburgh District)
is currently being reviewed by their Public Affair's Office and will
most likely be accepted. More information and menu selections
will be sent out in the June Newsletter.

MORE INFORMATION ON MENU SELECTIONS, COST AND HOW
TO PAY TO FOLLOW IN AN UPDATE.




MOAA PITTSBURGH HISTORICAL CORNER

4. The Pittsburgh Chapter cele-
brated the 100th birthday of Maj.
Scipio White, USA (Ret), center,
at its June chapter meeting. He
was commissioned in July 1942
and assigned to the 93rd Infantry
Division, 594th Field Artillery
Battalion. The Division was sent
to the South Pacific in 1944.
After World War Il, White served
in Army Reserve units in the
Pittsburgh area until he retired

in August 1978. The Pittsburgh
Chapter made a $100 contribution
to the MOAA Scholarship Fund in
White’s honor.

Major Scipio White was one of our oldest and most
dedicated member throughout the chapter's history.



TV Graphic Cover

Keeshan
Is A Captain

Named Kangaroo

By Edward L. Blank

HE MAN on the cover of today’'s TV

Graphic may be in disguise, but it’'s al-
most a cinch millions of children would
recognize him anyway.

Clowning around is how he broke into
show business—accidentally.

He's Bob Keeshan, alias ‘Captain Kan-
garoo,” seen here at 8 a. m. weekdays on
Channels 2, 9 and 10.

Long before the captain happened, chil-
dren knew Keeshan as a clown—not the
one on the cover, but Clarabelle of “Howdy
Doody"” fame.

“I didn't plan to
get into entertain-
ment, period,’” he
said. “'I was going
to be a lawyer. I
was doing research
work for one of
Bob Smith’s writ-
exs.”

He was referring
to the Bob Smith
who created *'How-
dy Doody' and
played Buffalo Bob
on it.

“Then I found
myself involved in
acting on tele-
vision,” Keeshan said. " And 1 still intended
to be a lawyer. But two or three years later
the tail was wearing the dog, and I gave
up any thought of iaw.

Clarabelle

The kindly captain. . .

“1 was given things to do, bring props
on and so on. About the second week they
said: ‘Let’s put a clown costume on you so
it fits better.’

“I did, and a few weeks after that we
designed the makeup and started putting
makeup on me and writing material.”

Thus, Clarabelle was born in 1947. The
impish clown was mute. He (she?) com-
municated by honking a horn fastened to
the box worn on the front of his belt. His
trademark was a seltzer bottle, with which
he sprayed Buffalo Bob and Chief Thunder
Thud.

With his masculine movements and her
feminine name, Clarabelle’s sex was never
clarified.

“We never did decide that,” said Keeshan,
who left “Howdy" late in 1952 to do a pair
of locai New York kiddies’' shows.

“* The Time for Fun,” " he said, “involv-
ed a clown, but that was really transitional

for me. It was just coincidental that he
happened to be a clown.

“It showed the real life of a clown, not
the performing life.

“Then I played Tinker. He was an elder-
ly man, a grandfatherly type—somewhat
similar to Captain Kangaroo. He was a
toymaker in a toy shop. Tinker was the
direct antecedent of Captain Kangaroo."”

“Kangaroo” debuted Oct. 3, 1955. For
the first seven years, Keeshan traveled a
lot to promote the show, “but it got to be
reaily rough after awhile,” he said.

The above article was written by our past Chapter Chaplain LT Ed
Blank when he was a writer for the Pittsburgh Post Gazette. Ed knew
many celebrities in his lifetime.

Bob Keeshan was born to Irish parents in Lynbrook, New York. After
an early graduation in 1945 from Forest Hills High School
in Queens, New York, during World War Il, he enlisted in the United
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States Marine Corps Reserve but was still in the United States

when Japan surrendered. He attended Fordham University on the Gl
Bill. He received his bachelor's degree in education in 1951 and went
on to work in Children's television entertainment.
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NOTES FROM THE CHAPTER PRESIDENT

We had a Great De-
cember 2, 2001 meet-
ing: Mational TROA
Keynote Speaker, Colo
nel James F. Pauls,
drew 105 officers,
spouses and guests to
our function. We had
34 guests, and 18 new
members joining that

day. COL Pauls offered

one year free member-
ship at Mational TROA
for joining our chapter
that day. I submitted
the names and he made
good on the promise.
COL(R) Bill Trefz, Di-
rector, convened the
membership for the
2002 Election. The ini-
tial slate of officers
were unanimously
elected by a voice vote.
COL Pauls gave such a
succinet, informative
30-minute briefing on
TRICARE for life enti-
tlements that when he
finished at 1600 hours

———

"

he had a line 10-deep
{plus) waiting to ask
specific individual

- questions. Thank You
COL Pauls!

Volunteers needed
{1-Hour). We need 3
officers to audit our
books at our February
2002 meeting at the
Country Club. Our
Treasurer, Major
Ralph Benson, will
have them available
for inspection at 1200
hours, February 11,
2002, to comply with
our chapter by-laws.
Our new JAG Officer,
Captain Jerry
Wienand, took care of
changing our name
with the Common-
wealth of Pennsyl-

vania on our articles of

incorporations (pro
bono), Thank You Sir.
Thank you Major Ben-
son for obtaining and

GOD
BLESS
AMERICA!!

designing our new
Chapter Banner.

Finally. . . The Chapter
Directory will be pub-
lished and distributed to
each member in Good
Standing (Current Dues
Paid) on January 1,
2002, before the Febru-
ary 2002 Meeting.
Thank You Major Ralph
Benzon and LT
Mathilda Benson for
maintaining our Chapter
Directory. Also, thank
you LTC(R) Gary Storie
and wife, Cathy, for de-
signing, publishing and
distributing our Chapter
Directory.

CW4(R) Tom Tallon,
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NEXT MEETING

Drate: February 10, 2002
Social Hour: 1:00 PM  Meeting: 2:00 FM

Where; Chartiers Country Club, Grand Ballroom
Menu Entrée: Orange Roughy Florda Sivle OR Baked
Stuffed Pork Chop Tossed Salad with alian or Peppi-
corme Dressing. Sugar snap peas and Julianne Carrods
Dhesert: Carrod Cake. Price, $18 (tax & gratuity in-
cluded) Valet Parking (52).

Guest Spenker: Mr, Ralph M. Erwin
Early Reservations Requested REVP 257002

Flease call Ralph or Mutilda Benson st 412- 673-4961 or
email; bensonraiarthd.com for reservations
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January 2002 TROA Chapter Newsletter Cover. The national name was
changed from TROA to MOAA in 2003 and the chapter followed.
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MOAA PITTSBURGH CHAPTER

Dear Fellow Officer:

As a member of the
MOAA  Pittsburgh Chapter
you may not be familiar with
the many valuable services
provided by this organization.
We are a local arganization,
essentially  autonomous and
self-supporting, and  also
dedicated to serving the mter-
ests of officers and their
spouses and survivors,

The MOAA Pittsburgh
Chapter has been a chartered
affiliate of the associations
since 1965, iis current mem-
hership mcludes officers rep-
resenting all seven umifommed
services and all grades from
warrant officer 1o general
officer.

Through s various com-

mittees and auxiliary, the

chapter sponsors &  wide
range of programs and activi-
ties  throughout the wvear.

These are some of the high-
lights:

¢  There is a bi-monthly
social event for members,
speuses, and guests,  MNor-
mally it is a dinner meeting
held on the second Sunday,
second month, at 2 PM, at
Chartiers Country  Club,
The afternoon begins with a
social hour from 1-2 PM,
lunch at 2 PM followed by a
guest speaker and business
meetmg, which will con-
clude by 4 PM. In Decem-
ber an evening formal din-
ner dance is held at the
Chartiers Country Club.

#  Owr legislative commut-
tee iz deeply imvolved in
promoting state and natiomnal
legislation in the inleresis of
service members, actlive and
retired, enlisted men, offi-
cers, and ther dependents

comumitles 15 always stand-
ing by to “take care of our
own.”

* A bimonthly newsletter
is sent to each member.

& FBach year (he chapler
undertakes a major commu-
nity service project.  Annual
awards are presented to dis-
tinguished ROTC cadets in
area  collepes amd  high
schools.

One Powerful Voice:

Jury 2008

We welcome you us
a new member in join-
g our Pitisburgh
Chapter, This is an
excellent opportunity 1o
renew old friendships
and make many new
ones.  Chapter dues are
only 51000 a year.” The
first year you join there
will be no dues.

NEXT MEETING

Date: Aug

ust 10, 2008

Social Hour: 1:00 PM Meeting: 2:00 PM
Where: Chartiers Country Club
Menu-options: Grilled Marinated Flank Steak or

Broiled Fillet o
Price,

f Boston Scrod
£22.00

Valet Parking
Guest Speaker: Major Vincent J. Bellisario

and survivors,
=  Our personal

Elease see inside for details and reservations

affairs

MAJOR VINCENT BELLISARIO AUGUST 10TH SPEAKER

MOAA Pittsburgh
Chapiter will be treated to
a very inleresting speaker
on August 10th. Vincent
Bellisario will present a
multi-media powerpoint
presentation on the current
state of the US Army.
Currently assigned at Fort
Leavenworth, KS as a
Command and General
Stafl College student, Ma-
jor Bellisurio has scen and
experienced a tremendous
amount of action in his 13
years as an Army officer.
Major Bellisario was com-

missioned a 2nd Licutenant
from the ROTC program at
the University of Northem
Colorado in May 1995 He
completed the Field Artil-
lery Officer Basic Course,
Fort Sill, OK in the fall of
1995, He was assigned to
15t Armored Division, in
Baumholder Germany "96-
99 and assigned to the 4th
BM 29th Field Artillery, 1st
BN 6th Infantry, Advisor
o 16th Adrbome BN
(Polish).

While assigned to the 1st
Armored Division he par-

ticipated in Operation
Jomt Endeavor (Bosnia)
and Operation Joint
Guard (Bosnia).

Major Bellizario com-
pleted Infantry Officer
Advanced Course in
20600,

He was assigned to
Fori Lewis, WA to estah-
lish the first Stryker Bri-
gade Combat Team
(SBCT). From 2000-
2004, Major Bellisario
held the following 3rd
SBCT positions:

FSO 1st SQDM 14th Cav-

January 2008 MOAA Chapter Newsletter Cover
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CHAPTER LUNCHEON SPEAKERS SCHEDULED 2023-2025.

SPEAKERSIGUESTS POSITION FEE | MaY [SEP DEC | APR |JUNSEP|DEC |APR |JUL |SEP DEC
Husliday Party PARTY
CAPT LGN |RET) Chaplar Mambar
Eugene Ginscheau | and Book Suthor 5
GEN USAR (RET) LUSARC Spaakar
Robart Fleczkowsii 5
Public Aftairs TED | U8, Armay Corpe of
Enginoars 5
Hich Pisciotians Pl Senabor [VEAP] "
Hosdiday Party PARTY

U5, Coasi Guard
Maring Safety Unit

LT Eynbe Wil Pittsburgh %
DLE Cuimers X

|Mr, Davew Defide, Sr. Frogranis Mgr.

MNazk Taglar PROOE Président X

Husliday Party FARTY

Dwluiri, Chrisd Cox, | PA Congressmani
Sercn (55 X

181 56T MoMakhion, Guanrd Tomb ol Unk X
Dennis J I Gioldeer

Ideers & Sallors 3
iDir, af Educaticn)
ETICHAL %

Michasls, Frank (USN |Council and
Pl Chaglas Alairs

Mubf, Tim |Speakar)

NATIONAL MOAA VACATIONS Council and Chapter Advertising Program

Our Pittsburgh Chapter placed advertisements for MOAA Vacations on our Website
and in our recent Newsletters. We will continue to participate in the program. This
qualifies us to receive a $200 payment from MOAA National.

See details on the program:
ChapterAds - MOAAVACATIONS

Visit us online at www.MOAAvacations.com

Email Address IIIIMOAA Toll-Free Telephone
mail@MOAAvac.com

VACATIONS 1-800-211-5107

We provide service on EVERY cruise line, EVERY ship and EVERY tour company in the world.

&= Burgundy & Provence River Cruise
1 Lyon to Arles

September 14-21, 2025 e 7-nights
== e e’ FROM §4 799

=3 BRI ey >4,

Come River Cruising with MOAA’s President & CEO Lt Gen Brian “BK” Kelly, USAF (Ret),
his wife Garrety and your fellow MOAA members for a vacation to remember.

MOAAVACATIONS | TMF



https://brennco.com/MOAAVACATIONS/ChapterAds/
https://brennco.com/MOAAVACATIONS/TMF/

MOAAVACATIONS |

ChapterAds - MOAAVACATIONS

* MOAA and all of its affiliates are nonpartisan organizations.

All Luncheons are on a Sunday from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM, (Dinner
served at 2:00) at the Chartiers Country Club, 601 Baldwin Road,
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

Interested in joining and/or attending and not yet a member.
Please contact President Jon Comis or acting Membership
Chair Marcel Minutolo by email or phone. Their contact
information can be found in the Pittsburgh Chapter's
Leadership Box.

MOAA Pittsburgh | 601 Baldwin Road | Pittsburgh, PA 15205 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

(P Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!
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